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               Ethnic antagonism in Denmark 
By: Sindou Michel Konate 
 
15. Problem Statement. 
I have decided to work on issues around the Double culture Danes in relation to other 
Danes.  
One of the main reasons of my interest into the topic is due the large scale of negative 
awareness that the issues of being double culture Dane create. For double culture Danes 
are labeled as "Second-generation immigrant" "Andengenerationsindvandrer", and denied 
certain opportunities that ethnic Danes enjoy.  Here to say access to job opportunity, 
because they often have foreign names, problem of renting a private flat (invisible 
discrimination), and they are facially discriminated when attending night live, especially 
access to discotheques. 
(http://politiken.dk/indland/ECE138407/doermaend-doemt-for-diskrimination/) 
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 Double culture Danes believe that the reasons of their misery are provoked by the Danish 
Media’s blinkered coverages of immigration issues. Because the media tend to claim that 
immigration triggers crime, fraud and social disorder.  
(http://jyllands-posten.dk/indland/krimi/ECE3955790/oeget-kriminalitet-blandt-indvandrere/) 
 
Double culture Danes claim that, it is these kind of news coverages that unfortunately 
create ethnic tension and animosity between them and the ethnic Danes.  
(http://ekstrabladet.dk/nyheder/samfund/article1870249.ece: 10.10.3013) 
 
 
The conflict has its origin in the beginning the 1990s, it was between years 1993-2001 
under Nyrup´s government. Denmark has experienced during that period series of 
intoxication campaign against its  double culture Danes led by printed newspapers in 
which being double culture Danes was synonym of all kind of criminalities, such as 
banditry, violent crimes, theft, gang rape, honor killings and forced marriage.  
The anti-immigration campaign was covered by nearly all printed Danish newspapers, like 
printed newspapers that are considered to be linked to right wing policy, such as BT and 
Jylland Posten including Politiken and Information that appear to lean on to the left wing 
and liberal ideologies, and the tabloid Ekstra Bladet.   
The campaign took its toll on double culture Danes. It triggered ethnic Danish population's 
anger and indignation towards double cultures Danes. It also caused a general frustration 
against Rasmussen's government, because the voters felt that it lacked an ability to act 
boldly against the crimes “immigration” and its perpetrators “double culture Danes”.  
The anti-immigration campaign and its corollaries was one of the reasons for Rasmussen 
government's fall, which paved the way for a right wing government with the support of 
extreme right wing party of Pia Kjærgaard who did well at parliamentary election of 2001.  
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(http://danmarkshistorien.dk/leksikon-og-kilder/vis/materiale/folketingsvalget-2001/: 
10.10.2013) 
 
Pia Kjærsgaard and her extreme right wing party (Dansk Folkeparti / Danish People's 
Party) is still a powerful political party to be reckoned with, because it has an ability to set 
an agenda on immigration at anytime. This is due to its political concept called ”Value 
/Safety Policy". The policy is mostly concerns immigration issues.  
The immigration´s issue is still boiling today. It continues to generate heated debate on 
political and social arenas. One has to simply search after the topic on the web, and it will 
merge lots of stories about it. It has also created series of crisis in double cultures Dane´s 
milieu, such as identity crisis and hatred against their fellow ethnic Danes.  
(http://www.danskfolkeparti.dk/Den_r%C3%B8de_regering_svigter_v%C3%A6rdipolitikken
_10963_171:12.10.2013) 
 
Mistrust and frustrations from both sides are day to day´s issues often manifested through 
conventional Medias and social Medias such like facebook and Twitter. Recently in year 
2013, a press release from a Danish foot-ball club´s administration announcing: 
"Dear ticket buyer. F. C. Copenhagen saw last night, after the draw for the UEFA 
Champions’ League group stage, the remaining tickets for the three games in PARKEN 
was sold very quickly via billetlugen.dk. We are happy for that major interest, but 
unfortunately, your ticket will be canceled for safety reasons. " 
Here has FCK decided to exclude part of Danish citizens to attend a foot-ball match 
between FCK (Foot-ball Club of Copenhagen) and the Italian club Juventus in Parken 
(stadium).  According to the same press release, the decision was taken to avoid trouble 
during the event, and the exclusion will only concern names that seem foreign-like. 
This decision sparked double culture Danes´ indignation and a group of double culture 
Dane filled a racist case against FCK. 
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“We will be writing to the Minister for Gender and Equality, UEFA and Danish politicians 
and ministers and asks them to distance themselves from this, because it's not ok” and 
quotes ”If it is sent as a signal that it is ok, then it is a new era for us in Denmark. We are 
Danish citizens with the same rights as everyone, but if it's okay to dismiss us from 
watching football, so I dare not think what the next might be” 
Said Kashif Ahmad, a double culture Dane  
(http://www.dr.dk/Nyheder/Indland/2013/08/31/115339.htm: 01.10.2013) 
 
It is these kinds of attitudes, as the one of FCK towards double culture Danes that produce 
discomfort in their relationship vis a vis the ethnic Danes. Those agonies have been 
remarkably articulated by Bajram Fetai, a well-known double culture soccer player in 
Denmark. Fetai has engaged a discourse on the topic of being a double culture Dane in an 
article titled pejoratively “In Denmark I was not born ....... but in Copenhagen I feel at 
home!”   
Here's how he begins his story: 
“If you take a trip to Nørrebro in Copenhagen, and ask a random teenager whose parents 
or grandparents are from another country where he or she is from? So the answer will be 
promptly: "I am from Turkey," "I'm from Morocco" or a third southern sounding country. 
The person will then immediately mention the country of his parents or grandparents. The 
answer will be giving in Danish without any sign of accent from the country in question. If 
you ask the same person when they are on holiday in their parents or grandparents' 
country of birth, they will here answer: "I'm from Denmark." 
(http://dontt.dk/i-danmark-er-jeg-ikke-fodt-men-i-kobenhavn-har-jeg-hjemme/: 28.10.2013) 
 
This is an interesting tale, because it shows how the problem is widespread in that milieu, 
namely confusion on their identities, for the discourse was again engaged in another article 
by an anonymous girl whose parents are Turkish, but she is born and raised in Denmark. 
The double culture girl was apparently at a meeting with a student adviser before her 
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graduation from college. The meeting supposes to deal with her future plan after her 
graduation, and this how she was confronted by student adviser: 
“What's it like being an immigrant in a Danish school?” After which she replied:”I do not 
know, but you could try to ask an immigrant.”  Said, the student adviser. 
 She, the concerned girl felt that there were no reasons to blame the student adviser, 
because she was sure that  the color of her skin was the main reason  for why the student 
adviser determined her nationality as foreigner. 
In return, she then later decided to ask these pertinent questions to readers on web. 
Here is what she wrote: 
So now I will like to hear your opinions. When can one permit to consider him selves as a 
Dane, and when one is Dane according to you guys? 
A. When one feel like a Dane? 
B. When has Danish Passports? 
C. When one parent is Danish and have Danish passport 
D. When one speak fluent Danish and has Danish passport? 
E. One is only Dane, if born as a "real" Dane? 
             (http://www.studieportalen.dk/forums/Thread.aspx?id=525120:28.10.2013) 
 
I also observed the magnitude of the problem in a debate between double culture Danes 
on Facebook. 
Here is an excerpt from the facebook debate, and I coded their names for the matter of 
ethic, otherwise I know their real names: 
X:  Am I Dane? 
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X1: Of course you Dane, is your ethnicity Danish, that is something else, but you 
speak Danish better than anyone else and you grew up with Danes.. So you are 
Dane. 
 
X2: its hard brow, I just choose to call myself Albanian Dane. Because if I say that I 
am 100% Albanian, it is a lie. My childhood in DK has namely helped to form the 
mentality that I have. Conversely, I cannot call myself a Dane since no one in the 
society sees me as one, apart from the legal point of view. So therefore Albanian 
Dane worked for me. 
 
X3: You are nigga? I cannot see you as a Dane, and the Danes do not see you as a 
Dane anyway brow. 
                 (https://www.facebook.com/abraham.charter.7?fref=ts:17.10.2013) 
 
Double culture Danes tend to blame media for their misfortunes. They are so annoyed with 
these ant- immigrant coverages, and saying "Enough is enough".  But they have not held 
mass protest against racial campaign and stigmatization in Denmark, as it was in United 
States during king’s era (American Civil Rights Movement).   
Double culture Danes´ case has some similarity with racial segregation and discrimination 
in the Southern United States. But discrimination is done invisibly in Denmark, and 
sometimes protected in the name of freedom of speech and defying the Danish anti-racial 
love 
(http://ku-aarhus.dk/racismeparagraffen-underminerer-ytringsfriheden/:22.11.2013) 
 
This was also the case of African-American during the mid-1950s. They were segregated 
by race despite that the Fourteenth and Fifteen amendments in US Constitution granted 
them basic civil right.  
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Through nonviolent protest, the civil rights movement of the 1950s and ’60s fought against 
segregation and achieved equal-rights legislation for African-Americans  
(http://voices.yahoo.com/factors-behind-rise-civil-rights-movement-during-
1800693.html:20.10.2013) 
  
 
16. Problem formulation 
These observations show the scale of the conflict that exists between double culture 
Danes and the society in which they live, as they also believe that the conflict is due to 
Medias negative coverages on them, and their demand to be purely and simply recognize 
as “genuine Dane” has further aroused my curiosity and leave me with the following 
problem formulation:  
How do Danish Medias tend to stigmatize double culture Danes, and what are the 
consequences? 
 
17.  Working questions 
 
To answer my problem formulation, I have decided to seek an answer to the following 
three working questions, which I intend to analyze and examine objectively as possible. 
 
1. What genre of discourses that take place in the immigrations-issue 
2. Concerning the antagonists’ allegation: What is in the stake for both for double culture 
Danes, ethnic Danes and Danish policy makers 
3. What are the socio-and political effects of being identify as double culture Dane 
  
 
 
18. Methodological Considerations 
 
4.1 Empiri: 
12 
 
My data consist of pertinent newspaper´s articles on FCK-Juventus ´ event and the book 
of Kim Boye and Peter Bejder “history of immigration in Denmark 1 Edition 2003” for 
historical part of my topic “Ethnic antagonism in Denmark”. 
My collected rhetorics from newspapers´ article and the historical account of immigration in 
Denmark   will take a center stage in my examination, because they contain arguments 
from my relevant groups that I intend to analyze their discourses around my topic. 
Bajram Fetai´s  discourse about identity-crisis in double culture Dane´s milieu, and the 
open letter from the anonymous girl whose parents are Turkish, and my observed 
facebook-debate will be my main source of analyzing double culture Danes 
preoccupations, because  through these canals they freely exhale comfortably and let go 
their emotions. 
I believe that these data will deliver much more information that are worth bringing up for 
examination, furthermore they will strengthen my analytical section, because they will 
deliver pieces of knowledge about my topic as scientific  piece of items to be analyzed 
thoroughly, and then conclude on the matter.  
As I am limited by time constrain, for that reason I will only investigate newspaper’s article 
of 2013; only articles about FCK-ticket phenomena and turmoil around it.  
Ideally I would like to have a broad historical perspective on immigration in Denmark, and 
to support it with relevant news articles, but I can´t; again because of lack of time.  
Kim Boye and Peter Bejder´s book “history of immigration in Denmark 1 Edition 2003” will 
be my particular source to deliver very short historical perspective on immigration of non 
westerners in Denmark. Why non westerners, is because I observed that double culture 
Danes who supposedly had trouble in FCK-Juventus event  are mainly descendants of 
immigrants from non-western countries.  
 
4.2 Choice of theory 
I have decided to combine two theoretical approaches to deal with my report; Anthony D. 
Smith Primordialism theory, and Ernest Gellner Instrumentalism theory. 
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I believe that these two theories are suitable to investigate issues around multiculturalism. 
I also believe that the combination of these two theoretical approaches will strengthen my 
examination of topic, because they both deliver outstanding tools to how one analyze 
nationalism and ethnic conflict.  
Instrumentalism theory argues that nationhood is elite’s fabrication, and ethnic conflict is 
also created and constructed by elites. It stress that group motivations are intentional, and 
they are rationally aligned to their members. Symbols are just ceremonial.   
For primordialism nations have always existed, and threat to their existences is the main 
source of ethnic conflict, and elites have moral leadership and legal duty to save the nation 
against any menace. Sentiment plays a major role for members’ mobilization to defend 
their social/political values, and symbols such as flag attracts an emotional feeling of 
power. 
So to speak, these two conflicting theories agree that power relations play a pivotal role 
between two antagonists, but they have different views on the input and output of conflicts. 
Finally, I think that these two theorists will help me to elucidate knowledge about the 
problem ”Ethnic antagonism in Denmark”, thus giving positive outcome of the case. 
 
 
19. Theoretical section 
5.1 Ernest Gellner:  Instrumental Theory 
According to Ernest Gellner, “Nationalism is not awakening of nations to self 
consciousness; it  invents nations where  they  where they do not exist – but it does need 
some pre-existing differentiating marks to work on , even if …………….these are purely 
negative;  
                                              (The State of Nation. Page 43) 
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Gellner believes that ethnicity and nationhood are socially constructed. He argued that the 
event was formed during the period of industrialization, because the modern labour market 
had transformed the nature of the relationship between man and the surrendering.  He is 
saying indeed, that lees unfortunate group of people felt marginalized during the 
industrialization era, because they were exposed to humiliations and discrimination in 
labour markets. These two elements “modernization and industrialization” awakened a 
need for social change to deal objectively with the asymmetrical power and cultural 
differences (high and low cultures) that existed. That saw a necessity for establishment of 
a legitimate organized system to solve these issues; which finally resulted in the creation 
of “nation”.  
Gellner has a positive view on nationalism and he believes that nationalism is a ideologist 
instrument for social development, an objective necessary practical program. 
Gellner disagrees with primordialism theorists; Jean Jacques Rousseau ”naturalism and 
Abbés Sieyés who argued that “Nations must be seen as individuals without the social ties 
in the state of nature, they are found only in the natural order” (Nationalism: Theory, 
Ideology, History.  
                             (The State of Nation. Page 76)  
Gellner disagree with that view by saying that “Nationalism only become an historical 
possibility from approximately the eighteen century” and quote “Nationalism invents 
nations, rather than the other way around”  
                                   (The State of Nation. Page 54) 
  “Nationalism only become an historical possibility from approximately the eighteen 
century” and quote “Nationalism invents nations, rather than the other way around”  
                                         (The State of Nation. Page 54) 
 
He then argues in his modernist theory,  that nationalism is a product of elites whose only 
real agenda is to ameliorate their own position and  at the same time they use a 
demagogue and populist discourse claiming that they engagements are due to better 
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improve and preserve the well being of their clan. This proclamation is done in a simplistic 
discourse that appeals to their groups feelings, which  raises concerns and slander, in 
other words, it manipulates the group to get them extreme reactions that often produces 
adverse effects in the general interest of all citizens because, as Gellner said  " 
Nationalism is a very strong force in the modern world; in most cases it prevails, and it 
does set the standard for what constitutes a modern state.                                                                                                                                                 
(The State of Nation. Page 41) 
 
Gellner did a schematic account on nations and nationalism by taking  set on cultural and 
materialist premise, arguing that modernization, economy and the function of the elites are 
the three keys elements that paved the way for nationhood  and nationalism; consequently 
they are the roots of ethnic antagonism.  
The culture aspect of the theory:According to Gellner, the notion commonly called” national 
culture" is purely elites´ fabrication and discursively constructed. Because the process of 
selecting culture is done through power relation practice “hegemonic intervention”, where a 
high culture “elite culture”   decides the structure of the  phenomena called “nation culture”, 
while other alternative cultures are excluded. 
Materialist aspect: Since a highly specialized division of labour in modern society requires 
organization; a highly developed and specialized educational system become necessary, 
and these elements (functionalities) consequently produce the creation of “state”; and  this 
is how Gellner explains the” materialist premise” account of nationalist´s motivations. 
“Nationalism is a phenomenon connected not so much with industrialization or 
modernization as such, but with its uneven diffusion”   (The State of Nation. Page 43) 
Once social “structure” (social roles) , were tightly circumscribed , nested and ascriptive, 
and for this reason shared linguistic and cultural communication was not essential to the 
preservation of social order and effective interaction; but now social rules are open and 
changeable, and those who communicate must speak the same language, in some sense 
or other, and the classification of people by “ culture”  is classification by “nationality”  (The 
State of Nation. Page 42) 
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Modernization: Gellner argues that consequences of modernization and industrialization 
are related to modern economic developments are of the primary events which 
precipitated the idea of nationhood; at the same the nation creation agenda is not what 
actors producing modernization had in mind. But they become nationalists through 
genuine, objective practical necessity of modernization, as education system   which has 
the ways and meaning to deliver greater specialized division of labour which calls for an 
obligatory appropriate unified high culture for realization of the idea “state”. The notion of 
“nation” becomes now absolutely essential discourse for the sake of modern economic 
development. The thesis emphasizes that   Modern people do not in general become 
nationalists from sentiment or sentimentality, rather the causal of modernity is the element 
that set up an objective need for nation building.  
According to Instrumentalism, modernization sprung ethnic conflict, since it demands 
mobilization and industrialization which produce a change in the society, hence brings 
people of different ethnic groups into association. These two events (mobilization and 
industrialization) precipitate other events, such as urbanization, improvement of education 
system, establishment of mass media that awakes social awareness between ethnic 
groups, modern transportation and communication, that are finally source of ethnic conflict. 
Literacy delivers enlightenment, which enable people read news and be aware of their own 
identity and their ethnic group condition.  Antagonism between groups will then emerge 
once an injustice towards the clan or a clan member is noticed. Hardliner elites also tend 
to use the media to trigger ethnic conflict. 
Modern transport evokes low culture group consciousness; because the mobility gives 
them chance to compare their living standards with high culture living standards. 
Industrialization means social mobilization, for it firmly capable of challenging the status 
quo and tips the balance of power. It Modern communication tools (FX telephone) trigger 
solidarity among the low culture, so that it generates more migration to rural area to labour 
markets. It also brings to light low culture group´s exploitation and discrimination in the 
hands of high culture group. Which at the end set off a vice versa of ethnic resentment, for 
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later on it gets complicated when saturated labor markets, which finally would pose 
pressure on wages, and then triggers ethnic conflict. 
“ Philosophy is about change (industrialization) , and the essence of change is 
industrialization- the transition from agrarian to industrial world, that change was 
transforming the nature of the relationship between man and the surrendering”     (The 
State of Nation. Page 24)               
 
 
 
 
 
Economy: “The genesis of nationalism may have been at least partially autonomous of 
modernization and industrialization, and its functionally beneficially consequences may 
only have been partially related to modern economic development “ (The State of Nation. 
Page 53) 
Gellner demonstrates through his thesis that economic development brings  competition in  
self-enrichment, welfare allocation to one  ethnic group and exclusion of one group from  
economical  aid provided by the  government to people in need are the key roots of ethnic 
antagonism 
Economic development process has the capability to produce ethno-economic resentment 
of low culture group. It will consequently create a destructive power struggle in the society.  
hence lead to secessionism and civil war, because one group feels deprived from the state 
resources.  
 
The function of the elites: Gellner strongly emphasizes the elite effectiveness in 
provocation of an ethnic conflict.  
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According to the theory, ethnic elites calculated psychological manipulation which is 
generally is about gaining self interest, such as appealing to ethnic and nationalist 
sentiment of the group to mobilize and incite ethnic loyalist to engage in ethnic conflict. 
The elites usually take advantage of the group frustration and resentment, and they are 
very talented to articulate invented nationalism´s myths around an issue, mobilize 
followers to start a collective action against the other group. 
“Ethnicity and nationalism are the political constructions. They are creations of elites who 
draw upon, distort, and sometimes fabricate material from the cultures of the groups they 
wish to presents in order to protect their well-being or existence or to gain political and 
economic advantages for their groups as well for themselves”   
(Paul R. Brass. Ethnicity and Nationalism: Theory and Comparison 1991. Page 111) 
 
 
 
5.2 Anthony D. Smith Primordialism 
” A nation is a named human population sharing an historic  territory, common myths and 
historical memories, a mass , public culture, a common economy and common legal rights 
and duties for all members”  ( Anthony D. Smith. National Identity 1993. Page 16) 
According to this primordialism interpretation, nation must be understood as a civic pact of 
independent traditional communities that have always existed. Are a collective people, and 
each member has I own personal identity. Their alliance is based on the continuous 
strengthening and maintaining family links. They are racially identical to one another, 
shared common ancestral tradition and history, hence economy, language, culture, 
religion, customs and territory. 
Smith further outlined that core doctrine of nationalism is based on self-expression, 
autonomy, "collective entity" self-regulated laws, rhythms and free from external coercion 
(self determination), political freedom, collective autonomy, i.e. by the people and their will. 
P 42 
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In addition, Its ideologies are  a clearly centered on political and cultural agenda, and its 
action plan to meet these objectives goals is the  Implementation of policies on these three 
keys areas: 
1. Collective self-determination. 2. Territorial unity. 3. Cultural identity 
These three items are crucial for nation’s survival, namely national autonomy, national 
unity and national identity.  
The theory points to these elements, which it considers to explain the importance of 
nationhood and nationalism. They concern nation’s formation or economic growth, feeling 
or sense of belonging to a nation, nation’s language and symbolism, a social and political 
movement on behalf of the nation, and nation's general and special doctrine and or 
ideology. 
“Nationalism is an ideology that puts the nation at the center of its affairs and seeks to 
promote its well-being.” (Nationalism, theory, ideology, history.  Anthony D. Smith2003. 
Page P 21) 
Primordialism ethnic aspect is explained in historical social contexts as communities of 
people whose origin is deep rooted from physical historic territory, and  belong to the same 
family that have collective cultural identities.  
Smith added that the notion "nation” is about the emotion of living communities whose 
members share a country and a culture. It demands certain types of performances of its 
members to sustain the project, such as objective factors that contribute to its realization 
“nationhood”, like language, religion and customs, territory and institutions, and subjective 
factors like attitudes, perceptions and feelings.  
The objective argument is based  and supported on the historical observation of Josef 
Stalin statement:  "A nation is a historically constituted, stable community of people, 
formed on the basis of a common language, territory, economic life and psychological 
composition, manifested in a common culture, 
Joseph Stalin (1973:61) 
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I consider that it is relevant to involve David Miller primordialism theoretical definition of 
subjective elements of nationalism. For Miller the nation "community" is characteristic of 
these five mechanisms: 1 acting on the basis of common doctrine and mutual 
commitment. 2 Are extended in history. 3 Is actively seeks. 4 Is associated with a 
particular territory. 5 Is separated from other communities by its distinctive public culture. 
(Miller, 1995: 27) 
"It is an imagined political community-and imagined by its nature is both limited and 
sovereign" 
Benedict Anderson (1991:6) 
 
According Smith, nationalist’s task is to rediscover the nation's unique cultural spirit and 
give people their authentic cultural identity. The strategy to accomplish this is based on 
two pillars. 
The involvement "Nations sociopolitical movement":  and ”Nation’s objective symbols" 
"Nations sociopolitical movement" is the cultural and literary revivals programmes, such as 
philosophy and lexicography, which task is to encourage the cultivation of nation´s 
literature, restores its folk arts, crafts and music. 
 ”Nations objective symbols" is characterized by its dominant objects collectively own 
name, heroism, fate, feeling, and to recognize these qualities in its members, nations flags 
and songs, their colors, shapes and patterns and their verses and music, national 
museums, libraries, monuments and public holidays, etc. 
           (Nationalism, theory, ideology, history.  Anthony D. Smith2003. Page 17-21) 
Anthony D. Smith in his book, Nationalism, theory, ideology, history outlined the 
fundamental principle plan of nationalism, which I describe as “the core doctrine of 
nationalism”, 
These nationalism´s five propositions are: 
1. The world is divided into nations, each with its own character, history and destiny. 
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2. The nation is the sole source of political powers. 
3. Loyalty to the nation overrides all other loyalties. 
4. To be free, every individual must belong to a nation. 
5. Every nation requires full self –expression and autonomy 
6. Global peace and justice require a world of autonomous nations 
   (Nationalism, theory, ideology, history.  Anthony D. Smith2003. Page 17-21) 
 
Primordialisms argue that nationalism is a social and political pact between people of a 
specific territory.  Emotional grievances and fear are elements which contribute to group 
alliance and emergence of instance nationalist movement. According to smith, 
Industrialization is not the condition “sine quo none” that led to nationalism movement 
emergence. He then introduce the example of post-revolutionary France and pre-
Bismarckian Germany to support his argument, which show that were nationalism and 
ethnic conflict prior to the industrialization era.   
(Antony D. Smith 1998) 
He rejects the instrumentalism notion of rationality, because, he said, people may act for 
their members’ relative gain rather than their own individual benefits and beyond non 
rational motives.   
He refute instrumentalism that relatively low standards of living cannot trigger ethnic 
conflict, for ethnic conflict only happen for the sake of the group; to conquer dominance 
and superiority of one group against the other group. The conflict will be about hegemony 
rather than a simple one member or few members’ interest. Mobilization becomes the 
agenda when the nation’s socio political and objective symbols are threatened by other 
group. Thus, obtaining material goals play absolutely no role in ethnic mobilization and 
ethnic conflicts. 
Primordialism stresses that myth, and symbols, fears and elites´ moral obligation are the 
roots causes of ethnic mobilization and ethnic conflict. 
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Myth and symbols have extreme capacity to arouse people's feelings, because they link 
“the memories” mentally and emotionally the past and present in so impressive way. 
The impact is so powerful to mobilize a unified loyal masse to deal with any eventualities. 
Smith argues that the existence of the historical memories, the myths and the symbols is a 
fundamental requirement for a group to be counted as separate ethnic identity (28-29); 
symbols such as flags, hymns monarchs, as well as special foods and national heroes, 
which are an important sign of ethnic identity “collective identities”, and crucial for their 
existence. 
Symbols trigger loyalty feelings, and loyalty is manifested in a spirit of group solidarity to 
face possible danger, violence and fear from another group, which is supposed to be a 
menace to their lifestyle, or threaten their existence as an autonomy group or an 
independent nation. 
Smith added that these two elements, myths and symbols, historically, are customs that 
played an important role in consolidation of alliance between members of an ethnic group. 
(Smith 1993) 
 
Fears: According to Smith, fear creates a flow of emotions once fear is felt in the presence 
of a danger or threat against the symbols and doctrine of nationalism. It will naturally 
activate a patriotic mobilization to defend this territorial integrity. This often triggers violent 
conflict internal or external conflict between the two groups whose objective is usually to 
establish dominance over the opposite side. It could be a threat which is directed to an 
ethnic group´s social, cultural and political value.  
Fear tends to create a patriotic resistance movement whose duty is to oppose the threat of 
force from internal or external enemy, who supposedly represents an imminent danger to 
the social, cultural and political cohesion of an ethnic group / nation. Fear of other 
“stranger” was therefore classified in primordialism theory as one of the major elements 
which is the source of ethnic conflicts. 
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The elites´ moral obligation: Finally, the “elites” as presented by Ernest Gellner 
instrumentalist theory does not make sense to primordialism approach. Primordialism 
believes that the elite / ethnic organization bodies/ the state have duty position to exercise 
the powers under the laws of a state or ethnic tradition to loyally protect and safeguard the 
costumes and the tradition of the group for the sake of the general interests of their 
members. 
 
 
 
20. Brief history of immigration of non Westerners to Denmark  
In 1960th Denmark needed labor as it was the case in other industrialized Western 
Europeans countries since the mid- 1950s .The problem of dealing with the booming 
economy was a huge problem facing the Danish economic growth. The problem was 
relatively solved thanks to labor from agriculture, which become mechanized, and needed 
fewer labors; and Danish women entrance to the labor market.   
 It was in 1967 that the Danish sought to solve the labor-problem. They adopted a policy 
which gave foreigners from non Western countries work permit in Denmark. 
The concept “fremmedarbejdere / gæstearbejdere” was launched, which literally mean 
“foreign workers /guest workers”. The majority of those workers were from Pakistan, 
Turkey and Yugoslavia.  
Refugees from war-torn countries and Immigrants from Latin America, Middle East and 
Africa were the next flow of non Westerners.  This flow of immigration started from the 
beginning of 1970th, and gradually decreased over time due to some political initiation to 
put an end to this non Westerners immigration adventure; because unemployment was 
high, which demanded an end  to the relaxed Danish immigration policy.  
(http://danmarkshistorien.dk/leksikon-og-kilder/vis/materiale/indvandring-til-danmark-efter-
1945/:12.12.2013) 
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6.2 The brief history of the beginning of ethnic antagonism in Denmark 
 It was only in the 1990s started active discussions in Denmark about the descendants of 
immigrants. These new generations were openly labeled as dysfunctional, trouble makers 
and criminals.  That wave of mistrust paved the way for extreme right wing party success 
in political arenas.  
Then-the Social Democrats leading government chose to succumb to the massive public 
pressure against this generation (descendants of immigrants), and they legislated in 1998 
an integration law “introduktionsydelse” whereby refugees and immigrants were allocated 
lower welfare benefit than Danes. 
The government was voted out in 2001election despite this radical measure of shrinking 
the welfare benefits of the immigrants. 
The parties, Venstre (Liberal) and The Conservative Party (Det Konservative Folkeparti) 
with pressure from their parliamentary allied Danish People's Party “extreme right wing 
party” (Dansk Folkeparti) have since  carried out a series of austerity measures on 
refugees and immigrants, like tightened up family reunification, and introduction of the 24 
year rule, which mean that one spouse has to be 24 years to get working and residence 
permit in Denmark. 
The trend of tightening law on immigration is still going on today, despite that the country 
(Denmark) is governed by a left wing coalition  who supposed to be foreign friendly parties. 
 
The descendants of immigrants “double culture Danes” believe that the Mass media play a 
pivotal role in this xenophobic campaign against them. According to them (double culture 
Danes), they are arbitrary labeled, stigmatized, discriminated and trapped in this conflict.   
(http://danmarkshistorien.dk/leksikon-og-kilder/vis/materiale/indvandring-til-danmark-efter-
1945/:12.12.2013) 
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21. Analytical section 
7.1 Prelude 
Newspapers articles on FCK phenomena show that the main argument of FCK decision; 
canceling ticket of people with no Westerns names is based on security issue. 
 The reason that foreign names are associated with security is likely an excuse to conceal 
other factors, which are presumably the main causes of the decision to deny a group 
access to attend the match of FCK versus Juventus. 
I have observed numerous elements in FCK phenomena, which clearly contain agendas of 
ethnicity and nationhood. In next section I will use tools from my theories, instrumentalism 
and primordialism to analyze those elements, and through to technique of my theories, I 
will demonstrate how they describe this phenomenon in relation to multiculturalism 
agenda.   
I observed that there is a conflict between ethnic Danes and double culture Danes. The 
conflict seems to be around a set of elements, where each camp articulates for their case, 
and they all  engage a rhetorical battle in favor of their group; element such as labor, 
social, culture, and dominance.  
All these elements will separately be examined minutely with instrumentalism and 
primordialism theories.  
 
 
 
22. Analysis of the ethnic antagonism in Denmark 
 
8.1 Instrumentalism account on security issue 
The official idea behind the recent FCK decision to deny people with no Westerners name 
entrance to see the match of FCK contra Juventus was based on security concerns. 
 "Dear ticket buyer. F. C. Copenhagen saw last night, after the draw for the UEFA 
Champions’ League group stage, the remaining tickets for the three games in PARKEN 
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was sold very quickly via billetlugen.dk. We are happy for that major interest, but 
unfortunately, your ticket will be canceled for safety reasons. " 
This argument received massive criticisms from double culture Danes, who saw that they 
were once again labeled as a group that threaten social order. This decision is almost 
gone unnoticed, because not only the concerned group did not organize a collective 
demonstration against the statement, and most of Danish media were. not interested to 
cover the event 
In instrumentalism’s optic, to explain this media attitude, one has to examine a series of 
fact on immigration known to have happened or existed in Denmark.  
In the past, the Danish media have been successful to postulate hostile accounts on 
immigration, such as labeling double culture Danes as dysfunctional group and criminals.  
Those coverages created a climate of insecurity and fear towards double culture Danes 
hence created a hostile anti double culture Danes sentiment.  
Some political elites took advantage of grievances among ethnic Danes, by instrumented it 
to a conflict “us against them” , fabricating and exaggerating accusations against double 
culture Danes,  just to boost their own political career, as the aftermath of the campaign 
saw the success of extreme hardliners who faced  immigration with harsh rhetorics. 
The well articulated political concept  called “Værdipolitik” (Value /Safety Policy)  from blue 
block  parties (Venstre, Det Konservative Folkeparti and Dansk Folkeparti) is  one of the 
fabricated elements  that  created  cleavage between ethnic Danes and double culture 
Danes, because it stress the preference of high culture, which apparently have been 
Institutionalized trough a standardized education system , and then enforced by elites´ 
interposition and  prevailed as the only accepted culture (way of life)  in Denmark. 
For instrumentalism, this calculated political manipulation in collaboration with some 
media, was undoubtfully one of the effective element that triggered ethnic antagonism in 
Denmark. For It was capable of galvanizing, mobilizing, and inciting ethnic Danes to vote 
massively  against the misfortunes of immigration, which was certainly one of the main 
reason for blue block success in 2001 election (ibid) 
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“Ethnicity and nationalism are the political constructions. They are creations of elites who 
draw upon, distort, and sometimes fabricate material from the cultures of the groups they 
wish to presents in order to protect their well-being or existence or to gain political and 
economic advantages for their groups as well for themselves”  (Paul R. Brass. 1991) 
 
Labor:  Historically speaking, the Danish labor market policy towards immigrants 
contributed to present division between its citizens.  In  1967 when Denmark needed 
foreign labor for its industries, and the government built social housing to accommodate  
its new incomers and to face the challenges of urbanization.  
Immigrants were almost staying in the same neighborhood. They were low-paid compared 
to ethnic Danes, and socially they did not mingle or frequent each other. 
 All these parameters according to instrumentalism approach are the effects of 
industrialization and modernization; and the process is a breeding ground for ethnic 
conflict, and it explains the actual state in Denmark, namely the ongoing ethnic conflict in 
Denmark. 
According to instrumentalism, an insight into Danish erroneous immigration process during 
the first hours of its modernization and industrialization demonstrates how the process 
contributed to the alienation of the new citizens; will explain the actual situation. 
Denmark modernizations era, has involuntary given way to some important specific 
organizational necessities, such as specialized division of labour, that subsequently 
classified newcomers “immigrants” as subordinate group in the Danish society. An element 
that set up an objective need for nation building, which explains today why cleavage 
between ethnic Danes and double culture Danes, for double culture Danes are children of 
those immigrants, hence their classification was already socially constructed before they 
were even born, according to this same line, it is the positive consequences of 
modernization process, like their access into Danish schools that awaked their attention to 
their current situation in the Danish society t, and  counter the injustices that they face. 
Here's what Ikram Sarwar is saying about FCK cancellation of ticket of foreign-sounding 
names: 
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“FC Copenhagen have to give an excuse for how they dealt with this case, and deliver  a 
peaceful end to this matter” 
Ikram Sarwar is a double culture Dane of Pakistani origin. He is political spokesman for the 
Social Democratic Party in Copenhagen City Council 
(http://ekstrabladet.dk/sport/fodbold/dansk_fodbold/superligaen/fc_koebenhavn/article2082
875.ece: 15.12.2013). 
 
Surely, double culture Danes did not march against FCK´s decision, but modern 
communication tools, as instrumentalism mentioned, have been double culture Dane´s 
effective weapon to confront this unjust treatment that they were going through, for they 
launched a series of SMS to make other double culture Danes aware of the injustice. 
Trough modern technologies, the double culture Danes were able to mobilize a feeling of 
group´s union in the name of common interest, and decided to fill a case against FCK in 
court for racial slurs. 
“I wrote the message on social media and it boomed with comments, and I still have many 
unread emails and text messages” said Hassan Mahmood. 
(http://www.bt.dk/superligaen/efter-billet-skandale-fck-for-ligebehandlings-naevnet: 
15.12.2013) 
Instrumentalism explains that Denmark´s   historical  social and cultural division during its 
industrialization and modernization era, and its parochial selfish political culture on 
immigrations are the source of ethnic antagonism in Denmark, including the conflict that 
was triggered after FCK´s decision to bluntly cancelled tickets of citizens with non 
westerners’ names. 
 
 
8.2 Primordialism account on security issue 
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There are certain elements in FCK´s discourse that support an act of primordialism 
approach behind it refusal to let people with no westerners’ names to attend the game. 
“Those who have been told that their ticket is temporarily suspended, can contact the 
ticket office on Monday morning. If they say they do not intend to support the team verbally 
or physically, for example by wearing Galatasaray in FCK's fan's Tribune, then they are 
very welcome.”   Said Anders Hørsholt, CEO of Foot Club of Kopenhagen. 
(http://ekstrabladet.dk/sport/fodbold/dansk_fodbold/superligaen/fc_koebenhavn/article2083
109.ece: 15.12.2013)   
Hørsholt was again pointing out that racism is not the real agenda behind FCK's decision, 
for people whatever are their names, are welcome in Parken, but he then persisted by 
saying that Parken (the stadium) cannot accommodate 300,000 spectators: 
“Let me make it clear once and for all: Our decision to temporarily suspend those tickets is 
absolutely for safety concern”  and quote” We cannot accommodate 300,000 spectators in 
the park, but having said that, is there to say that there are seats for everyone in the park. 
Whether your name is Mustafa, Mario or Mogens” (ibid) 
Names mean obviously a great deal for FCK, since they were tied to violent behaviors, 
thus a qualification and a reference to be excluded from attending the match. 
His statement is clearly represents primordialism ideologies. 
”Nations objective symbols" is characterized by its dominant objects collectively own 
name, heroism, fate, feeling, and to recognize these qualities in its members, nations flags 
and songs, their colors, shapes and patterns and their verses and music, national 
museums, libraries, monuments and public holidays, etc. 
           (Nationalism, theory, ideology, history.  Anthony D. Smith2003. Page 17-21) 
 
Bajram Fetai, a well-known double culture Dane soccer player that I introduced his open 
letter in Problem Statement section, felt as a victim to FCK´s measure.  He also was 
rejected due to his non sounding Danish name. He then yelled for help by writing to 
30 
 
UEFA's official: Dear UEFA. What do you think about that a club does not allow a person 
with a non-Danish name to buy tickets for a Champions League match? 
(http://www.bt.dk/fodbold/fetai-blev-afvist-af-fck-undrer-sig-over-billetsalg: 15.12.2013) 
 
Remarkably, there were no statements from Danish politicians to condemn FCK´s illegal 
initiative (Straffelovens § 266 b / Racismeparagraffen). Not even an outcry from ordinary 
ethnic Danes and newspapers against the decision.  
On the contrary, Tom Carstensen, an expert in fan culture, said that the discrimination 
claim is exaggerated and blown out of proportion. This is despite that the news was 
covered by some international media as an act of racism. 
(http://uk.eurosport.yahoo.com/blogs/pitchside-europe/fc-copenhagen-cancels-tickets-non-
danish-sounding-fans-194110519.html: 15.12.2013) 
 
The lack of domestic support for double culture concerns is demonstrated in primordialism 
theory; as it argues that fear of others generates social and political alliance of one group. 
Let to say that FCK played the card of security to boost and awake the emotions of ethnic 
Danes, and gain their loyalties. Because there are postulations around double culture 
Danes that ethnic Danes tend to agree on: their violence behavior and so on.  
FCK by arguing on security matters was then able to crack down any support for ethnic 
Danes. Fear was the tactic used by FCK to consolidate their decision, hence the support 
of ethnic Danes.   
According to primordialism, lack of public interest is historically based on myth on 
foreigners / other group. FCK´s argument on possible danger, such as potential violence 
from a group with no Danish sounding names to spoil the match, was the decisive factor in 
the case.  That explains why official elites were not interested to criticize FCK, because it 
corresponds to ethnic Danes perception on double culture Danes. 
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In primordialism, the lack of general ethnic Danes’ interest , is due to national interest 
issue, as ethnic Danes they felt that the national social orders can be threatened by ethnic 
Danes under the foot-ball festivities. 
The majorities of ethnic Danes, prior to FCK´s phenomena, cared less about double 
culture Danes allegation of being Danish and discriminated. This type of view is supported 
by primordialism. Double culture Danes might be judicially Danish, but in the  perspective, 
of ethnic Danes; one is Danish when one shares common territory, history, and language, 
and common social, cultural and political value with them, and double culture Danes do 
not do not meet all of these conditions,  therefore, this group is not the Danes according to 
them. 
” A nation is a named human population sharing an historic  territory, common myths and 
historical memories, a mass , public culture, a common economy and common legal rights 
and duties for all members”  ( Anthony D. Smith. National Identity 1993. Page 16) 
 
For primordialism, fear of double Danes mixed cultures and allegations about their anti-
social and political orders are the main sources for ethnic antagonism in Denmark.  
The assumption of fear is a very strong element to mobilize patriots to defend the core 
doctrine of nationalism once they believe and feel that they are threatened by double 
culture Danes attitudes. They will then mobilize to protect their territorial integrity whenever 
it is necessary, for an example during the Danish political elections.   
“Nationalism is an ideology that puts the nation at the center of its affairs and seeks to 
promote its well-being.” (Nationalism, theory, ideology, history.  Anthony D. Smith2003. 
Page P 21) 
Primordialism sees fears of other group´s dominancy to trample symbols of another group, 
as the factor that appeals to patriotic mobilization to form a unity front against any danger 
that menaces their survival.   
 Fear is the source of ethnic conflict, which in my case “FCK phenomena” has created 
another ethnic antagonism in Denmark. 
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23. Perspective 
 
Since 1990th social and political debates around immigration issues were based in 
subjective hard tones. Rhetorics tend to be accusatory, no dialog what so ever. Each 
group has subjective view of another. Hardliners from both sides direct and control the 
debates.  
You have right wing ethnic Danes politicians in one side of the ring, and Imams “immigrant 
Muslim clerics” in another side of the ring. 
Muslim clerics´ discourse is   almost desperate one, because the power relation is 
asymmetric, for the ethnic Danish elites have information that the other group does not 
have, for example sensitive data on immigration and so on. 
 In addition the ethnic elites have economical and political power to override the other 
group. Firstly, they have most of Danish edited press for their cause; secondly, they have 
the state TV to strengthen their negative discourses about immigration which give them a 
large access to most citizens’ households, finally the elites have legislative authority to 
make live sour for other group whenever they see it as necessary. 
This hegemonic discourse prevailed by deciding social and political norms in Denmark. 
Thanks to this intervention, double culture Danes were now classified as anti-social, 
dysfunctional, and criminals. Remarkably, the campaign was powerful enough to distort 
immigration questions to be about Islam. Now the debate turned to West against East. 
Now immigration issue is deflected to be an issue about Islam and Muslim´s culture contra 
Western and Christian´s culture. It become almost as the crusaders battle against the 
Jihadists. That explains why names are so important In Denmark, because is related to 
Muslim´s world, triggering prejudice and discrimination. 
Names , such as Mustapha, Ali, Mohamed, Fatima and so on, are Persons with these 
labeled as potential dangerous persons and menace to social-orders. 
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This socially constructed identities have negative impact on double culture Danes, 
because it sometime prevent them to have a job and  to function  as normal citizens, 
because they always are potentially subject to stigmatization and discrimination. 
 
I think that the integration question in Denmark is about adopting fully the high culture, 
which I see as question of assimilation and not integration. 
 
 The high culture has prevailed in the discursive process, and decided that high culture 
shall the national culture, and all other cultures are excluded from public places.   
I personally think that the political and media dimensions of anti-immigration issues have 
blown out to proportion; not forget that both sides were delivering negative blows , which 
paved the way for the ongoing ethnic conflict in Denmark.   
 
 
10 Conclusions 
I will now give an answer to my problem statement: 
 
How do Danish Medias tend to stigmatize double culture Danes, and what are the 
consequences? 
My gathered data related to FCK´s event plus the introduction of relevant brief history of 
immigration in Denmark and its aftermaths were my focus observation sources to examine 
Multiculturalism in Denmark, which was the central core of my topic. 
I observed discourses from all players on immigration agenda, and I subtracted arguments 
that I found relevant, and I then analyzed them with instrumentalism and primordialism 
theories to elucidate possible explanations behind these allegations.    
After my examination of the topic, I can now say that I observed that Media reflect the 
dominance of social roles in Denmark, and it is true that some of them are activity 
engaged in labeling and stigmatizing double culture Danes. They are labeled by 
connotation “Andengenerationsindvandrere” (Second generation immigrants), despite that 
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many of them are juridically Danish, and stigmatized with negative pejoratives such as 
criminals, thieves, violent behaviors, gang rape, and so on.  
But media´s responsibilities are one fact among many, for many people do not have or 
wash TV, but still have primordialism attitudes.  
I think that primordialism is part of global picture. It invents criteria to enable one individual 
to feet in one group as a member of that group, which permitted me to discovered that 
double culture Danes have too primordialism views, because they do tend to create their 
own imaginary society, hence Media are not the only responsible of labeling them, 
because double culture Danes imagined the images of them self. 
Dansk Folkeparti is between primordialism and instrumentalism. It uses primordialism to 
build category of group in different boxes, and Instrumentalism approaches to gain political 
power. The same philosophy is applied by hardliners politicians from all Danish political 
parties. 
I also found out that Danish immigration´s debates are centered between this two 
approaches, instrumentalism and primordialism, and both sides (ethnic and double culture 
Danes) tend to use instrumentalism and primordialism discourses to make op their cases 
and to support their arguments, hence their agendas. 
Primordialism is hidden in the head of most tolerant people, even in the head of left wing 
politicians.  
The Danish Penal Code § 266b known as “Racismeparagraffen” stresses that anyone who 
discriminates a person on account of race, color, national or ethnic origin, religion or 
sexual orientation is liable to fine or imprisonment up to 2 years. But primordialism and its 
social norms habitually override legal norms, for an example refuting double culture Danes 
entrance into discotheques demonstrates how powerful social norms are.  
      (https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/r0710.aspx?id=152827: 16.12.2013) 
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The social norms tend to frame people socially, that it is why I do not agree with double 
culture Danes when they are finger pointing to Danish media as the only responsible for 
their misfortune. 
The exploitation of Islamophobia for political gains played an effective role in anti-
immigration´s debates, which finally created xenophobia in Denmark, hence ethnic 
antagonism. As case, persons with names that are related to Islam, such as Mahmood, 
Oumar and so on, become personae non gratae. This is an open secret in Denmark 
FCK alone cannot be accused of racism and the solely responsible for taking the initiative, 
because all the elements that trigger nationalism´s movement were already present on the 
ground.  And it is this climate of distrust that facilitated and encouraged FCK´s decision. 
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